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 WORKING TO REACH CONFLICT AFFECTED COMMUNITIES IN NORTHERN SYRIA 

 

The situation in Syria is complex 

and deadly, and for humanitarian 

organizations working inside the 

conflict-stricken country it is a 

daily challenge to be able to 

access communities who need 

assistance. Active conflict, 

bombings, border closures and 

threats against humanitarian staff 

combine to make Syria the most 

challenging operating 

environment in the world. But it 

is possible; Save the Children 

has worked in warzones for 

over 90 years, and we know 

what it takes to deliver 

assistance for children. In Syria 

we work very closely with local 

partners to ensure community 

acceptance and better access to 

communities in need. 

Children are bearing the brunt of 

the crisis in Syria, and are at risk of 

injury, trauma and death. Children 

have witnessed conflict up close, 

have lost friends and family, and 

experienced sudden displacement 

with increasing numbers forced to 

move on multiple occasions. On a 

daily basis children are being forced 

to drop out of school because their 

classrooms have been attacked, 

their teachers have fled or they 

have been forced to move to areas 

without access to education. 

Without an option of education 

and with families’ incomes 

dwindling and resilience eroded, 

children are increasingly becoming 

engaged in dangerous labor 

including joining armed groups. 

 

Our goal is to save lives, alleviate suffering and promote the wellbeing of vulnerable children and their families through immediate humanitarian assistance, longer-term 

service provision and sustained support for resilience and recovery. This is undertaken through a multi-sectorial approach that includes the provision of emergency aid 

and increasingly a focus on ensuring access to quality life-saving services such as education and healthcare. Together with our implementing partners we work in four 

Governorates in northern Syria – Aleppo, Hama, Hasakeh and Idleb – and have reached more than 750,000 people, including over half a million children, through our 

programmes. 



Syria Response 
FACT SHEET 2015 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 CHILD PROTECTION 
Save the Children is working in northern Syria to set 

up safe spaces for children affected by the conflict 

where they can access structured learning and play 

that enhance their resilience and the opportunity to 

get back to a sense of normalcy. We have set up 16 

child friendly spaces including mobile CFS to provide 

activities in camps and in the aftermath of mass 

population movements which provide recreational 

activities such as traditional song and dance, art, 

drama, storytelling, theatre and organized sports, as 

well as basic education.  

 

 
Through the CFS we have established trained Save 

the Children staff who are able to identify children in 

need of specialist support and refer them to relevant 

care providers. We also train local community 

members on child rights and child protection 

mechanisms, and work with them to find solutions to 

protection concerns within their communities.  

 
 

EDUCATION 

 
 

Save the Children is the largest education provider in 

northern Syria, and with our partners we are 

supporting 53 schools in north-west Syria and so far 

have helped 34,500 children access pre-school and 

primary education, and are currently scaling up our 

adolescent programming to support out of school 

youth. Across northern Syria we are repairing and 

rebuilding damaged classrooms to establish safe and 

child friendly spaces, as well as providing schools with 

water and sanitation facilities, distributing thousands 

of school bags, text books, teaching materials, safety 

equipment, and recreational kits which include sports 

equipment, art supplies, games, musical instruments 

and story books.  

To improve the quality of education and to promote 

the wellbeing of children, we have trained hundreds of 

teachers. The training we provide includes a package 

of basic education, as well as ensuring they have the 

skills to support distressed children, to keep children 

as safe as possible while in school and to adapt lessons 

in the event that the conflict forces the closure of 

their school.  

 

SHELTER and NON-

FOOD ITEMS 
Save the Children and its partners have been delivering 

essential aid items such as clothing, kitchen sets, winter 

kits and hygiene kits to displaced families across 

northern Syria, reaching almost 145,000 people. We 

have also helped ensure that almost 10,000 people have 

adequate shelter by providing them with tents or the 

support to make repairs to their existing shelters. 

 

 

 

 
Our priority is to expand our reach into areas which 

have received little humanitarian assistance and to 

provide NFI/Emergency Shelter support to displaced 

families and the most vulnerable host communities in 

areas directly neighboring conflict hotspots.  

We are also planning to pilot the distribution of cash-

vouchers to displaced families and the most vulnerable 

host communities in urban/pre-urban areas to provide 

much needed support to local markets and help 

prevent families’ dependency on aid distributions. 
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HEALTH CARE and 

NUTRITION 
Save the Children, with our partners, is currently 

supporting five healthcare facilities in northern Syria, 

four of which provide primary healthcare and one 

hospital that provides 24-hour emergency care for 

pregnant women. These facilities treat approximately 

3,500 patients every week, including delivering 

around 100 babies. Save the Children is also working 

with local health authorities to manage mass 

vaccination campaigns, including vaccinating 278,000 

children against polio 

 
 

Save the Children has already established 11 nutrition 

centers in camps and villages to screen young 

children for malnutrition, provide nutrition advice to 

mothers including breastfeeding support and 

counselling, and provide families with infants with 

fresh food baskets. Around 21,000 mothers have so 

far been supported through our Infant and Young 

Child Feeding education programme, and more than 

18,500 infants have benefitted from our nutrition 

activities.  

WATER and 

SANITATION 

 
 

The destruction of water infrastructure systems, the 

rising cost of fuel needed for water pumping, the high 

cost of trucked water and the displacement of people 

into informal camps with limited water and sanitation 

systems is forcing growing numbers of people to use 

unsafe water sources that could place them at risk of 

potentially deadly diseases. It is estimated that 11.6 

million people are in urgent need of water and 

sanitation services.  
 

Save the Children is working in camps for displaced 

people and within local communities to rebuild water 

systems, deliver clean water, construct latrines, and 

improve waste management to help curb the spread 

of disease. This work has already benefitted 130,000 

people, including 33,000 people who are benefitting 

from our newly constructed water points and 17,000 

people living in the camps who we truck clean water 

to on a daily basis.  

 

FOOD SECURITY and 

LIVELIHOODS 
Save the Children and our partners have been working 

in 35 locations in northern Syria providing more than 

171,000 people with regular food parcels. However, as 

the conflict becomes more and more protracted our 

strategy is to move towards increased livelihoods 

support for families, as a means of reducing some of the 

protection vulnerabilities for children, such as the need 

to engage in harmful labor.  

 
 

 
 

We have already piloted our first agriculture project in 

northern Syria where we provided vouchers to enable 

people to purchase equipment, tools and seeds, and are 

planning to expand this work to include the provision of 

livestock as well as cash for work opportunities.  

 

 


